Press Information

TESTS CONFI RM
NO TRACES OF GENETI CALLY MODI FI ED CONTENT IN C&A's ORGANI C
COTTON!

Executive Board: C&A remains fully conmitted to Bio-Cotton.

Duessel dorf, 8'" February 2010. C&As European Executive Board (EEB)
has announced that tests by the TLR International Laboratories (N)
have confirmed that garments sold under C&A's "Bio Cotton" |abel are
free of GV construct.

These findings cast doubt on recent clainms in a Gernman newspaper that
textiles marketed as "organic" are instead grown from GM seeds. |ndeed,
several sources naned in the original article have already challenged
various parts of the report, which included clains of a |arge-scale,
organi sed fraud. That aside, C&\ s nmmin concern has always been the
integrity of its bio cotton supplies in ensuring that they are GMfree.
The test results received so far based on a representative range of
certified bio products have found no evidence that GV seeds were used
during cultivation.

"W remain fully committed to C&A's sustainability strategy", stated
Andreas Seitz, a nenber and spokesperson of C&A's EEB. "W have nade a
pl edge to our custoners and we are determned to stand by it: C&A's
Bi o-Cotton collection is truly organic. C&A is convinced that its
custoners are increasingly attracted to purchasing great value-for-
noney nerchandise produced in a sustainable and environnentally
friendly manner”, Seitz underlined. As such, Bio Cotton at C&A provides
a unique shopping alternative for custoners and at the same tine
supports the sustainable devel opnent of the cotton grow ng industry.

C&A is Europe's nunmber 1 Fashion-Value retailer for organic cotton,
having sold 18 mllion pieces of certified Bio Cotton products in 2009.
These garnments are certified against either CE 100 or GOTS standards,



neither of which allows the use of GM seeds, pesticides or chenical
fertilisers. "W believe in supporting organic cotton initiatives,
since they contribute to a better environnment, being beneficial for the

PF?&&'ﬁﬂfﬁfﬁWﬂIfﬁﬁ at nosphere, and water retention in the soil, whilst
additionally helping to raise the standards of living and the heal th of
the farm ng comunities involved"

Seitz re-enphasised C&A\'s conmmitment to the continuous inprovenent of
the certification process for organic cotton. "W are fully aware of
our responsibility to ensure that we can stand behind the clains we
nmake regarding our certified bio product. Consequently, we wll work
closely with certifying conmpanies and partner organizations to do
everything possible to further safeguard the integrity of organic
cotton merchandise", Seitz said. Furthernore, C&A wll also set up
additional internal inprovenent processes to enhance the aspect of
traceability, in order that we can denonstrate due diligence throughout
t he whol e organi ¢ cotton val ue chain.



